A Lunar New Year’s Guide
(Mandarin & Simplified Chinese Characters)

General New Year’'s Greeting

- XIn nidn

xin nian kuai & T =newyear
¥ & I 5K =Happy New Year! kuai &
R R =happy
gong x1 gong x1 fa cai
7§ = =to congratulate N BARW
fa cai ~ Wishing you a happy and prosperous new year
& W =to be prosperous |
shén t¥ jian kan shén t7
5 kR B B {5 - body
- jian kang

(I) wish (you) good health # & = healthy

daji da

1

|
#] = good luck and prosperity

—

iy

&

Did you know?

During lunar new year, it is very common for Chinese people to display and decorate
a tangerine tree in their houses, similar to western traditions of decorating a
Christmas tree. Tangerine is viewed as a the lucky charm of Chinese new year due to

its pronunciation 15 (ji), which is the same as & (ji), which means lucky.

daji
K & = propitious

daji dali
Original phrase: X & K #] = good luck and prosperity

daji dali
With the tangerine pun: X 14 K #| = good luck/tangerine and prosperity
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shéng xiao

12 ZodiacSigns &£ H

RAT OX TIGER RABBIT DRAGON SNAKE HORSE GOAT MONKEY ROOSTER DOG PIG
shu nid hi tu long shé ma yang héu jr gou zha
B 4 R R fE fe 5 ¥ % B L] )
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971
1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959
1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947
1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935
1912 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923
1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911

shé nign da ji

e K 7 = good luck in the year of the snake!

wo shi shé

# B " =My Chinese zodiac sign is a snake.

ni shd shén me

R B 1 <4 ?=Whatisyour zodiac sign?

= My Chinese zodiac sign is not an ox.

A common mistake that most non-native speakers would make when they mention
zodiac sign is saying “FfR...(wd shi) am ....” You will never use the “Ff&... (wd shi) |
am ...” structure to indicate your zodiac sign because comparing a person to an
animal can be degrading. For example, saying “Ff%2%& (wo shi zha) | am a pig” would
imply that you exhibit the undesirable traits of a pig such as being indolent and

unintelligent.

Did you know?
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Personalities for 12 Zodiac Signs

dafang congming you xTyin l1 2\

X5~ B B & BalA ()

generous, smart, charming \ =y

jing 11 chong peéi da Il méiydu naixin S—

B Fooh R BB MWD ?"',}
energetic, independent, impatient =/
haixia  héai  heému I

=& > M3 - M EE |55 57

shy, kind, peaceful N

N you qit  jing |1 chong pei IR

Le e B @ 8 ;& b Rk

Sany

o/ fun, energetic, active

f/’:.‘f\ du I_i xian i}'lll gin Iég

I C?:.g | JRIL SUIEAR B} %

B/ independent, practical, hardworking

you ndi Xin da fang zhdng chéng Ny
EWMD. KB~ R (:2Y)
patient, generous, faithful N/

you ai XN kuan réng lao shi N
g =50 BmOA v EX | Goaa])
loving, tolerant, honest N/

cong ming

you x1yin |1

kdu cai hdo

B B ~ & WRslA~ 0O F #
smart, charming, persuasive
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you ndi Xin hé &i gu zhi AN

5 Mmon. MEs B R (=R

patient, kind, stubborn \;—_i—;‘/

gan ging féeng fu yong gan da dan )\
® OB FE, B M KB (155
emotional, brave, fearless N—
shou huan ying hé ai zhén chéng 7S\

% ' O -~ MB- B W [ 50)

popular, kind, sincere =5/

jing 11 chong peéi da dan ré xin /e
W ko KB~ AD Contd
energetic, fearless, warm-hearted R/

Describing someone’s zodiac sign

ta shi ydng
/8 £ °

My zodiac sign is a sheep.

ta sht shé ta hén dafang
i E fou B X T e
His/her zodiac sign is a snake, and he/she is very generous.

shti shé de rén hén da fang
BB AR -

Those with a snake zodiac sign are very generous.

shti l6ng de rén hén ré xin
B & B AR B -
Those with a dragon zodiac sign are very warm-hearted.
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My Zodiac Sheet

shu nid ha tu l6ng  shé
> rz

2 R R AR

ma yang hoéu im géu  zhd

N/

L F B R R

wd jitio

EEA °

My name is ....

wo shu

x B °

My zodiac signisa ....

shu de rén hén

B____ B AR

Those with a ... zodiac sign are very ....

danshi  gi shiwd

B 2 HX K °

Here is a picture of my zodiac sign:
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Download this handout here:

For more Chinese-learning resources, visit inspirlang.com

Thanks again for joining us at Brooklyn School of Inquiry.
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