A Lunar New Year's Guide
(Cantonese & Traditional Chinese Characters)

General New Year’'s Greeting

sanT nin4 |
san1 nin4 faai3 loké6 1 F =newyear
T & R % =Happy New Year! - faai3 loké |
B % =happy
gungl hei2 gungl hei2 faat3 coi4
3% B =tocongratulate &K B #
 faat3 coid ~ Wishing you a happy and prosperous new year
% B =tobe prosperous
1 tai2 qiné h 1 %san1tai2
BRR B B B =body
(1) wish (you) good health giné hong1

# R =healthy§

daai6é gat1 daaib leib
X & KN F] =goodluck and prosperity

Did you know?

During lunar new year, it is very common for Chinese people to display and decorate
a tangerine tree in their houses, similar to western traditions of decorating a
Christmas tree. Tangerine is viewed as a the lucky charm of Chinese new year due to

its pronunciation 1% (gat1), which is the same as & (gat1), which means lucky.
g y

daaib gat
K & = propitious

daai6 gat1 daaib leib
Original phrase: X & K #| =good luck and prosperity

daaib gat1 daaib leib
With the tangerine pun: K 1 K #F] = good luck/tangerine and prosperity
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sanglciu3

12 Zodiac Signs & H

RAT OX TIGER RABBIT DRAGON SNAKE HORSE GOAT MONKEY ROOSTER

syu2 ngau4 fu2 tou3 lung4 se4 maa5  joeng4 hau4 gail fylfl
B & 7 ] AE e 5 == B )]
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971
1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959
1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947
1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935
1912 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923
1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911

se4 nin4d daai6é gatl
¥ £ K F =goodluckinthe year of the snakel!

ngo5 suké sed
I B P =My Chinese zodiac sign is a snake.

ngo5 m4 haié suké ngaué
* B %R B 4 =My Chinese zodiac sign is not an ox

nei5 suké6 me1
fflR B [ ?=Whatisyourzodiac sign?

Did you know?

A common mistake that most non-native speakers would make when they mention
zodiac sign is saying “Ff%...(ngo5 haié) | am ....” You will never use the “Ff%... (ngo5
haié) | am ...” structure to indicate your zodiac sign because comparing a person to an
animal can be degrading. For example, saying “F %% (ngo5 haié zyul) | am a pig”
would imply that you exhibit the undesirable traits of a pig such as being indolent and

unintelligent.
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Personalities for 12 Zodiac Signs

daai6 fong1  lek1  jau5 kap1jan5 liké s\
X FH ~®m -~ F Kk 5 7 (YL, )
Generous, smart,  charming \&=y
zing1 liké cung1 pui3  duké laapé  mou5 noié sing3 /o
B h %o B w o~ B MM {} |
Energetic, independent,  impatient =/

paa3cau2 wo4doi2 wo4d muké / Tl
OB KB AR (%
Shy, kind, peaceful >/
L jaud ceoid  zing1 liké cungl pui3  zik1 giké

@ F A -F A x b BB

o/ fun, energetic, active

(/a%\\ duké laap6  jiné saté6  kan4 liké

/o) B O x ~R B # 5

B/ independent, practical, hardworking

jaub noi6 sing3  daaié fongl  zungl sing4 Z RN

FE W % >~ X B ~ B [[35Y)

patient, generous, faithful N=—/
jau5oi3sam1  funljung4d lou5 saté N
5% 0O -8 B - E H
loving, tolerant, honest N/

lek1  jau5 kap1 jan5 lik6  hau2 coi4 hou?2 o

w8 R 3 H O A4 B Cad)

smart, charming, persuasive \—/
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jau5 noi6é sing3  wo4 o0i2 ngaangb geng2 i
g m - ME BB =%
patient, kind, stubborn \“

gam2 cing4 fung1 fu3 jung5 gam2  daai6 daam2 -
/l_;\ |ﬁ E'_ EE N % Ey N j( H% " 1‘!.;‘ Il
emotional, brave, fearless =
sau6 funljingd  wodoi2  zanlsing4 A5 TN
% B 0 -~ M &~ B W [ 7530 )
popular, kind, sincere =2/

zing1 liké cungl pui3  daai6 daam2  jit6 sam1
B/ 7 Fx® OO~ RKE - B oD

energetic, fearless, warm-hearted

Describing someone’s zodiac sign

keoi5 suké oeng4
B B _F

My zodiac sign is a sheep.

keoi5 suké se4  keoi5 hou2 daaié fong1
B B ;: B & _AK H -
His/her zodiac sign is a snake, and he/she is very generous.

suké sed ge3 jan4d hou2 daai6 fong
B e ™ AN K A -

Those with a snake zodiac sign are very generous.

suké lung4 ge3 jan4 hou?2 jit6 sam1
B B W A & B D
Those with a dragon zodiac sign are very warm-hearted.
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My Zodiac Sheet

syu2 ngaud fu2 tou3 lungd sed
RN AR AR

maa5 joeng4 hau4 gai2 gau2 zyul

ngoS giu3

oo °
My name is ....
ngo5 suké

x B :

My zodiac signis a ....

suk ge3 jan4 hou?
B AN o

Those with a ... zodiac sign are very ....

daané hai6 kei4 sat6 ngo5
B & H B & °

Here is a picture of my zodiac sign:
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Download this handout here:

For more Chinese-learning resources, visit inspirlang.com

Thanks again for joining us at Brooklyn School of Inquiry.
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